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I. INTRODUCTION
A common characteristic of immigrants in various destinations and in various time periods is that they tend to be geographically concentrated. 1 Immigrants from a particular origin tend to live in areas where others from the same origin live, rather than distributing themselves across the regions of the destination in the same proportion as the native-born population. The result of this tendency to settle among others from their country of origin is the formation of ethnic concentrations or ethnic enclaves.
If these geographic concentrations were without consequences they would be of little interest. Yet, they do have consequences. 2 The geographic concentration appears to have adverse effects on immigrants acquiring destination language skills, but they may have favorable effects on immigrant groups maintaining and passing on to their children their mother tongue and ethnic culture. Enclaves may facilitate immigrant entrepreneurship, although they appear to depress the nominal earnings of immigrants.
Enclaves have an effect on the demand for "ethnic goods", as well as on the demand for publicly provided goods and services. 3 Enclaves affect the demand for housing among 2 immigrants and are sometimes associated with slum or ghetto neighborhoods. Finally, enclaves may affect the political strength of immigrant groups at local and national levels. Even a small immigrant group may be able to wield considerable political influence if it is strategically located in the host country.
The purpose of this paper is to analyze immigrant concentrations in the United
States in comparison to the native born. It does this using a very large sample from the 1990 Census Public Use Microdata file, a one percent sample of the population.
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II. DISTRIBUTION ACROSS STATES
Perhaps the easiest way of illustrating the way immigrants are geographically concentrated in the United States is to consider their distribution across the States. One of the factors that research has shown as being important in influencing the settlement pattern of immigrants is language spoken at home. The Spanish language is so dominant among the languages other than English spoken at home in the U.S. it is analyzed separately from all other languages (see, for example, Chiswick and Miller, 1996 , Table   2 ). In 1990, about 80 percent of the foreign-born population in the United States age five and over spoke a language other than or in addition to English at home ( 
III. RURAL-URBAN DISTINCTION
Immigrants' choice of location will extend over regional dimensions other than the state of residence. Immigrants live in rural or urban areas, and, if in an urban area, different parts of the city.
The Census Bureau defined "urban" in the 1990 Census as comprising all territory, population and housing units in "urbanized areas" and in places of 2,500 or more persons outside urbanized areas. Rural-farm areas comprise all rural households and housing units on farms (places from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold in 1989). Rural non-farm comprises the remaining rural units. Table 2 lists data on the distribution of immigrants by location defined by "urban", "rural-farm" and "rural-non farm".
According to the data presented in Table 2 
IV. THE ROLE OF TYPE OF AREA
It is apparent that the measured degree of geographic concentration of immigrants varies according to the concept of region upon which the analysis is based. When the State is the unit of analysis, quite high degrees of geographic concentration are recorded.
Even higher degrees of concentration are recorded with simple measures of urbanization.
The Census provides additional information on the type of area in which individuals live, and this information can be used to explore further the idea that immigrants are geographically concentrated.
One of the areas identified in the census is the Metropolitan Area (MA), which is defined as a large population nucleus, together with adjacent communities that have a high degree of economic and social integration with that nucleus. The territory, population and housing units in MAs are referred to as "metropolitan". The metropolitan category is subdivided into "inside central city" and "outside central city". The territory, population and housing units outside the MAs are referred to as "nonmetropolitan". MAs are composed of counties in all regions other than New England; in New England they are composed of cities and towns. These data permit the following areas to be distinguished: Central City; MA Outside Central City; Independent city or New England Town; Other areas. 
V. LOCATION AND DURATION OF RESIDENCE OF THE FOREIGN BORN
In empirical research on the integration of immigrants into the U.S. economy, duration of residence in the United States is generally used as a yardstick for the degree of assimilation (Chiswick, 1978) . The longer the immigrants have lived in the United States, the more assimilated, or like the native born, they generally become. This is particularly the case when measures of economic success, such as earnings, employment or occupational status, are examined. It is of interest, therefore, to see if the length of residence is related to the degree of regional concentration of the foreign born. The data for this analysis are presented in Table 4 . Only the six states with the largest number of the foreign born are separately identified in Table 4 As noted above, whereas one-third of the native born live in the six states separately identified in Table 4 , almost three-quarters of the foreign-born live in these states. While there is some variation in the proportion of the foreign born living in the six states for each of the arrival cohorts in Some data on the birthplace mix of the immigrants are presented in Table 5 .
Immigrants in the "Before 1970" cohort are mostly from the area referred to as Other Europe (39 percent), the British Isles (8 percent), Canada (9 percent) and Mexico (13 percent). 6 
The 1970s and 1980s and into the 1990s have seen a strong growth in the importance of Asia, Mexico and South and Central America as immigrant source regions, and a decrease in the relative importance of immigrants from the UK and Ireland,
Canada and Other Europe. Among the immigrants who arrived over the period [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] [1990] , 31 percent were from Asia (compared to 11 percent in the "Before 1970" cohort), 26 percent from Mexico (13 percent in the "Before 1970" cohort) and 15 percent from South and Central America (6 percent in the "Before 1970" cohort). Only 9 percent of this arrival cohort were from Other Europe (compared to 39 percent for the "Before 1970 cohort"), 2 percent from the UK and Ireland (8 percent in the "Before 1970" cohort), and 1.6 percent from Canada (9 percent in the "Before 1970" cohort).
2.5 LOCATION AND BIRTHPLACE
Given the size of these shifts in the country of origin of the immigrants, the change in birthplace mix would impact on the data on state of residence by arrival cohort. Table 6 lists data on the distribution across state of residence for the world divided into eight birthplace regions. Only the eight birthplace regions identified in Table 5 are considered. The state detail is limited to the six states identified above as the destination for three-quarters of all immigrants, plus all other states combined.
It is apparent from 2) This distribution of the foreign born is not independent of language usage as the concentration is more intense among those who speak a language other than English at home.
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3) Being a gateway (major international airport) city, proximity to the country of origin, and the language characteristics of an area, as well as job opportunities, influence location choice.
4)
There is a higher degree of urbanization among the foreign born than among the native born, and among the foreign born this is more intense among those who speak a language other than English at home.
5)
The foreign born are more likely to live in the Central City in Other destination countries also witness a similar desire on the part of their immigrants to concentrate. In the absence of very strong economic incentives to do otherwise, immigrant groups in these other liberal democracies will also tend to
concentrate. Yet, as in the United States, the extent of this concentration will diminish the longer the immigrant group is in the destination and the greater the extent of its linguistic, social and cultural assimilation.
In the separate countries of Europe it might appear that there is a greater degree of concentration of people of particular origins in some countries than in others.
Thus, it might appear that some countries "specialize" in Moroccans, others in Turks, while others in Russians or ethnic Germans, while some countries may have fewer immigrants. This would appear to be the case in the U.S. as well if the 50 states were viewed as separate nations. Over time the greater economic and political integration of the European nations, even if it never reaches the extent of integration of the United States, will ease the adjustment to immigrant inflows through a greater sharing of both the burdens (costs) and the benefits of immigration. 1985-1990 1980-1985 1975-1979 1970-1974 1985 -1990 1985 -1990 1975 -1979 1970 -1975 Before 1970 Total Foreign Born 
